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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We are writing today to provide an update in respect of the planning we are undertaking to 
physically re-open schools using a blended model of learning (mix of school and home 
learning) in August 2020 and also to thank you for all your continued support at this 
challenging time.   
  
Under the direction of the Scottish Government, children and young people will return to 
schools and Early Learning and Childcare (ELC) settings from 11 August 2020.  Within Argyll 
and Bute this means that teachers will return on the 11th August 2020 for an inservice day 
with the blended model of learning beginning for children and young people from the 12th 
August 2020.  However, current health advice from the Scottish Government means that we 
will require to maintain physical distancing and therefore children and young people will not 
be able to return to schools and ELC full-time. This will mean there will be a mix of school 
and home learning for most pupils (blended model of learning). 
 
Headteachers are working with their senior management teams and the Council’s Education 
Service on how each establishment will deliver the blended model of learning to meet the 
needs of each of our school communities.  The health and wellbeing of children, young 
people and staff is of critical importance in all of this work.  Headteachers will communicate 
with you regarding their specific plans for their school as they develop in collaboration with 
the Education Service.  Your views will be sought through a parental questionnaire that your 
school will issue you with regarding your child(ren)’s learning from August. 
 
During this time of significant change and adjustment it will be normal for children and young 
people to be experiencing a range of emotions, including anxiety and frustration.  Alongside 
of our work on physical safety, all staff will be working to support health and wellbeing and 
resilience as a priority.  Children and young people will also be issued with a questionnaire 
for completion to let us know what their views are on returning to school to enable us to 
support them further. 
 
Transition from Nursery to Primary 1 and from Primary 7 to S1 will continue to be managed 
by schools, building on our well-established transition programme for Pre 5 children and P7’s.   
These programmes at each stage are built up over the school year with arranged visits for 
specific events, shared projects and opportunities for visit to be made. Your school will 
provide you with information about continuing transition plans.   

  

http://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/


 
For young people awaiting qualification results for National 5, Higher and Advanced Higher 
courses there are 4 steps to this process detailed below.  We can confirm that all Argyll and 
Bute information required by the Scottish Qualifications Authority was submitted, as 
requested, by the 29th May 2020.   
 

Step 1 – Estimates 
Estimated grades required to be provided by the 29th May 2020 for each course at National 5, 
Higher and Advanced Higher, as noted above. 
 
Step 2 – Awarding 
SQA will then check and validate that information. They will moderate it to ensure 
consistency across schools and with results from previous years.  SQA will use the 
information from these estimates to produce the results for learners, using their national 
grades for each subject and level. 
 
Step 3 - Results and Certification 
SQA will process the results to issue learners with their results by 4th August 2020. All young 
people are encouraged to sign-up to MySQA to receive their results by text/email. 
 
Step 4 – Appeals 
After 4th August 2020, a free appeals service will be available to allow schools to request a 
review of the grade awarded for a learner or a group of learners.  Assessment evidence must 
be available to support an appeal and the evidence will be reviewed by senior examiners.  
 

Further information for parents/carers can be accessed from the SQA website using the 
following link: 
 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/93825.html 
 
The Scottish Government advised on 30 March 2020 that Councils are temporarily relieved of 
their statutory duty to provide 1140 funded hours of early learning and childcare from August 
2020. The national commitment to provide these funded hours remains in place however full 
implementation of this is likely to be delayed due to the ongoing coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic.  Once early learning and childcare settings are open physical distancing 
measures may need to be implemented which, in turn, may reduce the hours we are able to 
provide. As guidance on this becomes available to us, we will factor these into our planning 
and further communication will be issued. 
 
We are continuing to provide childcare for key workers, now and over the summer into the 
new term where there will be a blended model of learning and we will keep you informed as 
that develops through the Council website.  If you are a key worker and you require childcare 
please contact us via seemis@argyll-bute.gov.uk. 
 
We know that you will be thinking a lot about the return to school and we wish to reassure 
you that we are working closely with headteachers, trade unions, national organisations and 
parent bodies to ensure that plans for the re-opening of schools take account of all national 
guidance and advice and that health and wellbeing and safety are our priorities.  Any 
questions or concerns should be raised with your Head Teacher in the first instance. 
 

https://www.sqa.org.uk/sqa/93825.html
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Once again, we would like to thank you for your ongoing support of our children and young 
people and school communities during this time. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
ANNE PATERSON     LOUISE CONNOR 
Head of Education:      Head of Education: 
Lifelong Learning and Support/   Learning and Teaching 
Chief Education Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 


